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machine-gun nest," Joyfully Vanya replied, " I will." He led the soldiers
through a ravine which was out of sight of the Germans and brought
them unseen to the rear of the barn. So swift was the Russian attack that
the Germans had no time to resist.

Frightened of the shooting, the people, including Vanya's family, scam-
pered into cellars. When they heard that their own men had retaken the
village, they came out and crowded round the victorious soldiers. The
officer placed his hand on Vanya's back and said:

" Vanya showed us the way here* He has helped us destroy the enemy,
He is a heroic lad."

Vanya smiled, and his two little sisters gazed at him with proud and
incredulous eyes.

The War Council of Russia, of which Stalin is chairman, bestowed on
Vanya the Order of the Red Star.